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The Real Meaning of Islam
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In the name of A/lah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

The Religion from Allah is Islam (submission to His will): nor did the people of the Book
dissent therefrom except through envy of each other, after knowledge had come to them.
But if any deny the Signs of Allah, Allah is swift in calling to account. (19) So if they
dispute with thee say: "I have submitted my whole self to A/lah and so have those who
follow me."” And say to the people of the Book and to those who are unlearned: "Do ye
(also) submit yourselves?" if they do, they are in right guidance, but if they turn back, thy

duty is to convey the Message; and in Allah's sight are (all) His servants. (20)
Chapter 3 Verse 19-20

Since the life of human beings began, Allah started to send His prophets and

messengers to us.

The first prophet is our father Adam, the first human being living on the earth. And
Allah (God) has arranged the earth a suitable place for him and his descendants to live in

till the end of the world.

Allah (God) mentioned 25 prophets in Quran (the holy book of Muslims), and He told
us that there were still a lot whom He didn’t mention to us. According to Islamic studies
about the prophet Mohammad and his companions, there were about 125000 prophets
and messengers since the creation of human beings till the period of the last prophet,

Mohammad.
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From the beginning of life, Allah (God) has mentioned only one religion, that is, Islam.

Generally, Islam is known as the religion founded by the prophet Mohammad. But this
is only a partial idea out of a narrow definition. In fact, the word Islam is the
transliteration of the Arabic word ~>w) which means total obedience to Allah’s (God’s)

commands and wholehearted acceptance of things happened.

The verses written in Quran clearly indicate the idea of sole religion. When talking
about religion, Allah (God) used the single noun of Arabic Din (religion) instead of the
plural one Adyan (religions). It shows us that there is only one religion from Allah (God).
No matter how the religions are named, they all lead to one God at the end.

Following the original meaning of Islam rather than the narrow definition as a specific
religious group, Islam is a comprehensive term as sole religion which embraces anyone
who has the same belief mentioned above. In the same way, Muslim, the transliteration of
the Arabic word sl , conveys more meaning than simply the followers of the prophet
Mohammad. The genuine idea of Muslim is the one who totally obeys Allah’s (God’s)
commands and wholeheartedly accepts things happened. If you are a Christian believing
in God and worshiping Him the way He asked the prophet Jesus to do, you are a Muslim,
because prophet Isa (Jesus) declares himself a Muslim; if you are a Jewish believing in
God and worshiping Him the way He asked the prophet Moses to do, you are a Muslim,
because prophet Musa (Moses) declares himself a Muslim; if you believe in a religion
that finally leads you to worship God same as the heavenly religion does, you are a
Muslim. Nevertheless, the real meanings, abilities, and characteristics of God must be the
same. As long as we are talking about the same God regarding those three points, we are

Muslims in a way or another.
Allah says in Chapter 42 Verse 13:
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He hath ordained for you that religion which He commended unto Noah, and that which
We inspire in thee (Muhammad), and that which We commended unto Abraham and
Moses and Jesus, saying: Establish the religion, and be not divided therein. Dreadful for
the idolaters is that unto which thou callest them. Allah chooseth for Himself whom He

will, and guideth unto Himself him who turneth (toward Him). (13)

In this verse, Allah tells the prophet Mohammad that He made the laws of this belief
same as what he told prophets Noah, him, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. He says that all
believers should work according to this belief. They should not become different parties,
because they are all talking about the same God who has the same role in all periods,
even if things are not going as they wished. Allah says in the same verse that he who
wants to be close to Allah will be chosen by Allah after he chose to be, and that those
who believe and trust Allah will be shown to the right way of truth.

He also says in Chapter 2 Verses 130 ~ 133:
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And who forsaketh the religion of Abraham save him who befooleth himself? Verily We
chose him in the world, and lo! in the Hereafter he is among the righteous. (130) When
his Lord said unto him: Surrender! he said: | have surrendered to the Lord of the Worlds.
(131) The same did Abraham enjoin upon his sons, and also Jacob, (saying): O my sons!
Lo! Allah hath chosen for you the (true) religion; therefore die not save as men who have
surrendered (unto Him). (132) Or were ye present when death came to Jacob, when he
said unto his sons: What will ye worship after me? They said: We shall worship thy God,
the God of thy fathers, Abraham and Ishmael and Isaac, One God, and unto Him we have
surrendered. (133)
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Allah is telling us that those who disbelieve in Him are people who don’t care about
themselves. Allah chose Abraham to talk about His religion and said he is one of the

virtuous in the eternal hereafter.

Allah asked Abraham to believe in Him, and Abraham did and said, “I believe in
Allah, the Lord of the world.” Then Abraham told his kids and Jacob, “Allah made this
religion (Islam) for you, so be sure that you will die with the same belief as Muslims.”
When death came to Jacob, he asked his sons, “Who are you going to worship after me?”
They said, “We will worship the same God you and your fathers Abraham, Ishmael, and

Isaac were worshiping, the same and the only one God. We are Muslims.”

There are a lot of verses in Quran talking about Islam as the sole religion from Allah,
same as other heavenly religions named differently by human beings, same God, the only

Creator.

The prophet Mohammad said, “Prophets before me are same as one house built nice
and attractive except one brick not yet done. People used to say that this house is perfect
except the empty space for this brick. | say, ‘Me as the last prophet sent by Allah is same

as this brick.””

This gives us the correct meaning of the religion: it is from one God, Allah, and all
prophets before the prophet Mohammad were worshiping the same God. In Bible, some
of the prophets even mentioned the name of the prophet Mohammad in their speeches or
talks. When they talked about religion, they called their religion Islam. (Note: This is
according to Bible in Arabic; there’s a certain percentage of Christians in the Arabic

world.)

Islam is the perfect combination of all the heavenly religions before Islam, and it is the

last religion from Allah via His last prophet Mohammad.

Some say that we should study the method of comparison between religions. In fact,
there shouldn’t be such method or course because religions which came from the same
God shouldn’t be different in belief. The real thing we should concern is how to find the

nice harmony between the heavenly religions for them to accept each other, as long as all
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of them are reading from the same page and drinking from the same source of water,

even from different places and different tabs.

There is only one heavenly religion, but we human beings gave it different names
while Allah (God) named this religion in one name, that is, Islam, which means total
obedience of Allah’s (God’s) commands and wholehearted acceptance of things

happened.

This is the religion with the belief that there is only one God — having no partner, no
wife, and no kids, never being created, having no beginning nor end, never falling asleep
nor feeling tired or sick, existing in everywhere, shapeless, in need of no one, and being
able to do everything. Furthermore, anything will be done immediately simply by His

command “BE.”

Allah (God) knows everything and is closer than anything else to us, even than

ourselves.

Allah (God) knows what we need and what is going to happen. He is able to do

everything for us while He needs nothing from us, yet we need Him in everything.

The real belief which will lead us to the best in our both lives, the one we live now
and the one after this, is the belief which gives us the full confidence that Allah is able to
do everything for us. Meanwhile, we have to ask Him in the right way and do the things

He asks us to do by following the way the prophet Mohammad taught us.

When we ask Allah for something, do it in a way that we are sure that He is listening
to us and taking care of us. We have to know that He doesn’t lose anything doing it for us.
We must have the feeling and confidence that He is the only one who can do it for us and
that we don’t need anyone as long as Allah is supporting us. The most important thing is
that we have to believe, at the end, Allah is arranging the best for us, as He knows us
better than we do. When we have this belief and confidence, we will get the best result

and feel relaxed and satisfied with our lives.

There are two verses in Quran in Chapter 65 Verses 2 and 3 written:

5 The Real Meaning of Islam



YA PN S, ae . . . .
I AT§Z v & ® TR € Islamic Association of Taiwan
T EATR Y F Islamic Articles

'97’“‘\5'

;ﬁ;)ﬂ\%)ﬂﬂ\w

Jan 280 el &l dll () dpmsn sgd ) e IS5 (as aningY Cum e dd )y * La e al damy dll (30 (g

ﬁﬁaﬂ\ A Bua ") Had c«‘_,’_u JI 4

And whosoever keepeth his duty to Allah; Allah will appoint a way out for him, (2) and
will provide for him from (a quarter) whence he hath no expectation. And whosoever
putteth his trust in Allah, He will suffice him. Lo! Allah bringeth His command to pass.
Allah hath set a measure for all things. (3)

To those who fear Allah, He will never push them down and will always lead them to
the best. He will show them the best solutions and bring the good things to them in a way
that they have never thought it would help. To those who depend on Allah, He will be
enough for them. He is able to do all they want and make the best arrangement for

everything.

When we know the One who is ordering us, we will obey the order and make it
perfect; if we don’t know the One who gives us the order, we can always find the perfect
way not to obey Him. So let us know Allah better, and for sure we will be so glad to obey
Him and follow His orders, because we will know that all His orders are for the best of

our both lives.
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